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MEETING:
January 12, 2008
Program: Big Bear Solar
Observatory, John Varsik

Since 1958

January, 2008

Solar Studies in Big Bear
Dr. John Varsik

Location:
San Bernardino County
Museum, 7:00 p.m.
California St. Exit, Hwy 10
Pre-Meeting Dinner
5:00 PM
Hometown Buffet,
Loma Linda
After the Meeting:
Telescopes will be set up
for viewing. Bring your
telescope, observe with us.
Friendly consultation is
optional.
No telescope is too humble,
and beginners are always
made welcome!
After viewing at the
museum, the group will
head for Coco’s
restaurant, Redlands, off
Hwy. 10, Tennessee Exit.

Prominence: A small, quiescent prominence photographed at
the edge of the Sun in 1970 at Big Bear Solar Observatory. Dr.
Varsik will describe some of the kinds of imaging and techniques
that are used, as well as an overview of the exciting solar studies
that are being conducted at BBSO. They are looking forward to
some major equipment upgrades soon; visit the website. Dr.
Varsik has been a scientist at BBSO since 1988.

*** Public viewing after the meeting ***
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Calendar of Events
Jan 12

Club Meeting

Feb 9

Star Party, Location TBA

Feb 14

Outreach, Barton School

Feb 16

Club Meeting

Feb 20

Lunar Eclipse, SB Co Mus.

Mar 7-9

Messier Marathon, TBA

Mars taken by Todd Strackbein, using a
12” TEC Maksutov, f/15, Naples, Florida,
on December 28, 2007. This is a most
remarkable image! Astromart photo

Longtime Member Passes Away
By Chris Clarke
Bob Herrington, longtime member of the club, passed
away December 26 at the age of 89. Bob had been a
member for nearly forty years and in that time had served as
club president and was very active in outreach. Due to
health reasons, he was unable to be active for the past 10
years or so, but he occasionally came to the club barbecues
and meetings. He was part of the club’s “old guard” that is
now almost gone.
Bob was a very friendly fellow who loved to share the
subject of astronomy with anyone who might be interested.
In his day, he was one of the “shakers and movers” in the
club and he was always proud of his association with it. His
lovely wife, Ann, recently passed away last spring. After
Bob was unable to drive, she would bring him to some of the
events. Over the last few years, they were both unable to get
around and his participation ended at that point. However,
he was still considered an important member, for his
significant contributions to both the club and the hobby of
astronomy. We could use more like him in the hobby!

Upcoming Outreaches
By Chris Clarke

Well folks, it’s time again to dust off our telescopes and
let the public peek through them to experience first-hand the
wonders of the universe. Included in this month’s newsletter
is a back-to-back schedule listing all of the meeting dates,
star party dates and outreaches. Since that list was made up,
another outreach has been scheduled. It’s for Smiley School
in Redlands on January 23. Setup is at 5:30 and viewing
from 6:00 to 8:00 pm. The moon will be just past full and
we’ll also have Mars, M42 and the Pleiades to enjoy.
Looking at the schedule, we have several events for the
County Museum. Last year, most of these were attended by
hundreds of people who had a great time! On average, we’ll
have about one or two events a month, through early
October. Remember, you don’t have to attend every one of
them. Come if and when you can; your participation
is important. If you want to light up the eyes of a child, just
show them the bright barren landscape of the moon, if you
want instill the wonders of space in a teenager, just show
them the rings of Saturn.
These sights just can’t be replicated on a computer screen
or television, and that’s why these experiences are so
unique. In a way, we are all making a special contribution to
humanity by doing this---sharing the universe with our
fellow beings and lifting their eyes to the heavens. Here are
the opportunities to do it----see you there!!

Editor’s Message
By Jim Sommer

“We are all treasure hunters – storybook pirates
searching for riches in the endless sea above. Taking
the helms of our telescopes, we lay a course among
the stars with the sails of our imaginations open.
And what wonders await us as we make our way
through the charted territories of the Milky Way…”
With these words, Stephen James O’Meara opens
his preface to his latest and largest work, “Deep-sky
Companions; Hidden Treasures.” I was fortunate in
that I received this book as a Christmas present this
year. Some of the objects I recognized but many I
did not; or rather, I had not observed them before.
The book gives us a genuine treasure trove of nonMessier/Caldwell objects accessible to anyone at
latitude 40º N or less, and with a 4” or larger scope.
In fact, O’Meara was able to see a number of these
objects using either a pair of 7x50 binoculars or
with a 19th century spyglass with an objective of 1¾
inches.
As we begin the 50th year of our club, let us too
check our charts, up-anchor and set sail into infinity;
sharing our treasure with all.

After a 13.6-year absence, Comet 8P/Tuttle is once
again traveling through the inner solar system. At
closest approach to Earth on Jan. 1st and 2nd, 2008,
the comet will brighten to 5th or 6th magnitude, barely
visible to the naked eye but a fine target for backyard
telescopes and digital cameras. spaceweather.com
Enduring Mysteries of Comets
Did Comets Help Create Earth’s Seas?
For millennia, comets were believed to be omens of
doom. Instead, solving the mysteries regarding these
"dirty snowballs" could help reveal the part they
played in the birth of life on Earth, as well as secrets
concerning the rest of the galaxy.
For years scientists thought comets slamming against
the newborn Earth helped deliver water to a once dry
planet. But roughly a decade ago this view was shaken
by the discovery that the water in comets and Earth's
oceans did not match up in terms of hydrogen isotopes.
Calculations then showed it was highly improbable
that enough icy rocks from the suspected homes of
comets — the Kuiper belt past Neptune and the Oort
cloud past that — could have collided with Earth to
supply its oceans.

Well placed for easy viewing, the Orion Nebula
holds a treasure trove of objects. Have you tried for
NGC1981 (Coal Car Cluster), Collinder 72 (Lost
Jewell of Orion), NGC1977 (Running Man Nebula),
or perhaps NGC1999 (Rubber Stamp Nebula)?
Winter gives us the best skies for viewing. Let’s go!

In the last two years, however, researchers have
discovered comets in the outer part of the asteroid belt.
These "main-belt comets" may have the right levels of
hydrogen isotopes, and are perhaps close enough to
Earth to have realistically brought us the seas that life
emerged from.
"No one knows for certain yet where Earth's oceans
came from," said University of Hawaii astrophysicist
David Jewitt. "Earth's oceans are likely a mixture of
water from all sorts of places, but the main-belt comets
are very likely one of them."
www.space.com

Galactic Triple Merger

ScienceDaily (Jan. 1, 2008) —
Using ESO's Very Large
Telescope, an international team of
astronomers has discovered a stunning rare case of a triple merger of
galaxies. This system, which astronomers have dubbed 'The Bird' albeit it also bears resemblance to a
cosmic Tinker Bell, is composed of
two massive spiral galaxies and a
third irregular galaxy.
The galaxy ESO 593-IG 008, or
IRAS 19115-2124, was previously
merely known as an interacting
pair of galaxies at a distance of 650
million light-years. But surprises
were revealed by observations
made with the NACO instrument
attached to ESO's VLT, which
peered through the all-pervasive
dust clouds, using adaptive optics
to resolve the finest details.

M104, the Sombrero Galaxy. This is one of the many reasons to come out under a dark sky for the upcoming
Messier Marathon. This object can be seen even with a pair of 10x50 binoculars. The Sombrero Galaxy was
discovered in May 1781 by Pierre Méchain, and independently discovered by William Herschel in 1784.

