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Since 1958

September, 2010

Program
Galapagos Islands
Fidel Hernandez

Location:
San Bernardino County
Museum, 7:00 p.m.
Redlands, CA. California
St. exit, I-10 Fwy.
Pre-meeting Dinner, 5:00
p.m.,

The Sizzler
1800 So. Waterman
Ave.
San Bernardino, CA
After the meeting telescopes
will be set up for viewing
and members will be
available to answer
questions. Bring your
telescope to observe with us.
No telescope is too humble,
and beginners are always
made welcome!
After viewing the group will
head for Coco’s in Redlands,
Tennessee exit, I-10 Fwy.

This month we are going to take a break from our normal astronomy
subjects and vicariously enjoy a trip to the Galapagos Islands. The
program will start with a 40 minute slide presentation of Fidel’s trip to
the Galapagos islands. (No, he is not going to show all 450 pictures he
took on his trip.)
This will be followed by a short break to allow those who want to so
outside and observe the night sky to do so.
After the break we will have a 45 minute DVD presentation of all the
exotic animals of the Galapagos islands. Everyone is free to watch for
awhile, go outside for a while, come back in to see more. Whatever you
wish to do. By the way, Fidel says there is no cover charge for this
presentation. ;-)

SBVAA Officers
Calendar of Upcoming Events

President:

October 2, “Informal star party,” Highland Springs South test location

Vice President:
Treasurer: Fidel Hernandez

909-864-0615

October 8 - 9, Star Party, Afton Canyon

Secretary - Educational Outreach: Chris Clarke
909-384-8539 Work
909-875-6694 Home

October 16, Club Meeting at the Museum

Star Party Coordinator: Tom Lawson
909-8828198

November 13, Club Meeting at the Museum

SBVAA Webmaster: Steve Miller

626-859-7776

Newsletter Editor: Jim Sommer

909-792-3587

November 6, Star Party, Johnson Valley

December 4, Star Party, Afton Canyon

Summer Outreach: August 21, 2010
By Jim Sommer
Although I was not able to participate in the outreach on August 21, I understand it was a very successful event. I’ll
let Robin Hennen’s photos tell the story.

Star Party Report: Johnson Valley, Aug. 8, 2010
By Mike Ratcliff
The Johnson Valley star party this past August 8 was a big success! We had about 20 people out, a pretty
good turnout. And as far as I could tell, all had a good time.
The sky was in good shape, and the temperature, wind, and humidity felt comfortable all night. The evening
got off to a hot start with a beautiful line of thunderstorms far off to the northeast, giving us a great light
show while we waited to get going. We all saw a few meteors and some were likely early Perseids, the big
meteor shower that peaked a few days later.
The sky seemed pretty good for stargazing. Seeing (steadiness of the air) was average, and transparency was
good. The summer Milky Way was easily visible and showed a lot of structure. For me, one sign of a really
good Milky Way is seeing the "Pipe Nebula" naked eye. The nebula is located in a dimmer part of the Milky
Way in the Scorpio/Ophiucus area. That night the Pipe was easily seen. Martin Carey measured the darkness
of the sky during the night with his sky meter, and he told me the best reading got up to 21.5 early in the
morning. Only Grandview (our premier dark site) and perhaps Afton Canyon are darker.

Photo by Robin Hennen

There were plenty of telescopes and a set of giant binoculars around for people to look through. The biggest
scope was a giant 25" Obsession Dob belonging to a visitor, Bob Noss. Bob is an astronomical educator and
presents shows and star parties to various schools in S. California. He was gracious enough to show
numerous showpieces in his scope: galaxies, nebulae, star clusters. The highlight personally for me in his
scope was looking at the popular edge-on galaxy NGC 891. There are two features, the bulge at the center of
the galaxy, and a dark lane that runs the length of the galaxy. In more typical modest scopes, these features
can be seen with difficulty, if at all. But in the 25" the dark lane was not only visible, but showed swirls,
knots and details too. That was the best view of an edge-on galaxy that I had ever seen.

And there were several other scopes out too. Cliff Saucier had his 18" dob. There were two 16" dobs, mine
being one. Chris had a rarely seen scope, a combination 12.5 inch Newtonian reflector and a Cassegrain. He
can switch back and forth by changing out the secondary mirror. Martin Carey had his 5" Mak. And Steve
had some giant binos on a unique hands-free style mount that is easily adjusted and takes the weight off your
hands. I wasn't watching closely, so there were probably some other scopes that I didn't look through. Cliff's
scope is a truss dob similar to mine but is more professionally built, so I was closely eyeing his setup. One
nice feature of his was the captured truss hardware so klutzy people like me don't have loose knobs raining
down on the mirror. My mirror has definitely seen some hardware heading toward it! But no disasters yet.
(Usually I remember to have the mirror covered, so stuff just bounces off the cover.) One almost disaster for
me was I did manage to get some raspberry juice on the bottom of my mirror. You might be wondering, how
in the heck did I manage that? Well sometimes I take my mirror out and put underneath some ice bags or
those blue colored freezer things you put into lunch boxes. This helps cool the mirror on the way to the star
party. Well this time I was in a hurry and there were no blue things at home. So I grabbed a bag of frozen
raspberries. Well you guessed it -- there was a hole in the bag. Not a problem in the freezer, but a big pain
later on. So I had a nice mess to start off with.

(Photo by Robin Hennen)

Lots of objects were seen that night. The summer Milky Way is full of great ones and old favorites. Ones like
the Trifid Nebula (M20) and the M22 globular cluster. The Trifid looked really good in Bob's 25". I usually
try to see a couple of new (to me) things each dark sky night. That night I looked for and found a couple of
planetary nebula that have ring shapes, smaller dimmer versions of the Ring Nebula. These are NGC 6369
and 6337 if anyone is interested.
All in all a great night. I'm looking forward to Grandview in a few weeks too.

CALENDARS
Selling some of your gear? Advertise it here for
free. Give the details to your newsletter editor for
inclusion in the next issue.

TELESCOPE FOR SALE
Meade 12" Schmidt-Cassegrain, with
tripod, quick mounting attachment, GPS,
Auto star finder, with JMI traveling case
with wheels, along with a good selection of
eye pieces, both 1 1/4" and 2" along with
Barlows.
Looking for best offer.
Mike Womelsdorf
Please contact by email first for more
information.
mwbuilders@aol.com

The 2011 “Deep Space Mysteries” calendars from
Astronomy Magazine are here. It will be available for
sale starting with the club meeting on September the
25th. We have 20 for sale on a first come first served
basis. The retail for this calendar is $12.95 plus $1.00
tax or $13.95 altogether. Your cost, through the club
this year, is $8 a savings of $6.
See Fidel, the club treasurer, at the back of the room to
make your purchase. Reservations are accepted.

Mount Wilson Observatory Awarded Renovation Grant
The National Science Foundation has announced the award of a $1.48 million grant to the Mount Wilson Institute,
which operates historic Mount Wilson Observatory in the San Gabriel Mountains above the Los Angeles Basin. The
grant was awarded following a peer-reviewed competition in the NSF’s Academic Research Infrastructure: Recovery
and Reinvestment Program.
“This is a major shot in the arm for us and reaffirms Mount Wilson’s ongoing role in contemporary astronomy,” said
Dr. Hal McAlister, the Observatory director. “This grant will provide resources to renovate a significant portion of
the aged infrastructure of the Observatory to ensure its continued viability as a site for astronomical research.” To the
casual visitor, the most obvious result of this grant will be fresh paint, for the first time in decades, on the major
historic telescope domes on the mountain.
Founded in 1904, Mount Wilson Observatory was home to the world’s largest telescopes during the first half of the
20th Century. The Observatory’s astronomers utilized those powerful instruments to revolutionize our
understanding of the Universe. The site is known for its excellent astronomical “seeing” conditions, resulting from
smooth air flowing in from the cold Pacific Ocean and not becoming very turbulent until after passing inland from the
San Gabriel Mountains.“The stars over Mount Wilson don’t twinkle as much as from most sites,” said McAlister,
“which means that objects appear naturally sharper and more clearly defined through telescopes than they typically do
from inland sites.”

While the bright skies of Los Angeles render the site no longer suitable for studying very faint objects in the distant
Universe, Mount Wilson remains an outstanding site for observations that benefit from excellent seeing. Thus, the two
original solar tower telescopes built before 1910 are still in daily operation on the mountain under direction of
researchers from the University of Southern California and the University of California, Los Angeles. These two
instruments routinely monitor the sun’s magnetic field, measure its vibrational motions and monitor the number and
nature of sunspots and other phenomena on its surface.
Two other institutions, the University of California, Berkeley, and Georgia State University, have constructed modern,
state-of-art arrays of telescopes that utilize the technique of “interferometry.” This method allows two or more
telescopes to be linked together to enable them to perform as a single much larger telescope in terms of their ability to
see fine detail in astronomical objects.
A year ago, Mount Wilson was in the midst of the Station Fire crisis which threatened to sweep the mountaintop,
destroying irreplaceable historic facilities along with tens of millions of dollars in modern instrumentation. The
Observatory is launching a “Second Century Campaign” to build a major new visitor center on the Observatory
grounds. As a prelude to that venture, a new food venue, The Cosmic Café, was opened on the mountain this summer.
The café is open weekends, including long weekends like the upcoming Labor Day holiday, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Police “Raid” SBVAA Star Party!
By Cliff Saucier
Well, yes. It's technically true. On Saturday, 09/04, a part of our group went out to sample a potential spot for the club.
A number of our members aren't able, interested, or feel comfortable heading out to our deep dark spots for observing.
And as a result haven't had the opportunity to see the celestial delights without the parking lot lights of the Museum
bearing down. We invite the public to look through our scopes, but have neglected the needs of some of our own
members. That need is about to be addressed in a spot that Robin found for us at the border of Beaumont-Banning, off
the I-10.
It was a third-quarter moon, and a chance to evaluate this new possibility on Highland Springs Road. Steve Peeters
and his fifteen, Mike Ratcliff and his sixteen, Jim Sommer and one of his wonderful StellarVue triplets, Scott and
John Freeman, Martin and his 12" LightBridge -- those are awfully nice scopes! And I brought along my ten-inch.
Robin and two new members, Nick and his wife Jennifer, rounded out the cast. A turnout marked the end of a paved
road with a locked gate at the end, meaning no through traffic. It’s back in the hills, but off the freeway with no turns.
Easy to find, and only a half hour away. But you can see the Milky Way there! Some light domes, of course (Hemet
and San Jacinto) show up, but everyone was in agreement that this place has some potential for us.
We started with a visit at dusk by some roving tarantulas. Pretty cool. Then it was the turn of Venus and Albireo to
please us. The sky was steadily darkening, and the Milky Way was very evident. The darkness was enveloping us and
the show was starting. Nick and Jennifer had left at sunset to get some food, so when car lights appeared, we just
averted our eyes, thinking they were back. They were, but it seems the Beaumont Police were there as well.
Apparently the first officer on the scene saw all of us and called for a backup. Probably hard for him to appraise what
was going on, but he was clearly out numbered! His spot light sweeps the field, and now we all know that it has
turned official. Very official. Once it's obvious that we are “weird” but harmless, the lights go out on the cruisers, and
we find ourselves giving a tour of the cosmos to Beaumont's Finest. The officer in charge was especially interested
and would like to see more some time! A good resolution, and probably one of their more peaceful calls on a Labor
Day weekend. Around eleven-thirty we put it away and called it a night.
Now, this is not to take the place of our dark sky trips, but a couple of times a year would sure be of benefit to our
membership. M11 and M13 were wonderful. The Lagoon and the Swan...ahh! Next month, October 2, is an open
Saturday night on our calendar. Any one care to join me for a return to the “scene of the crime?”
(Directions: Exit Highland Springs Rd. in Beaumont. Drive south to the end of the road - mind the potholes.)

