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Autumn Night Skies

Location:
San Bernardino County
Museum, 7:00 p.m.
Redlands, CA. California
St. exit, I-10 Fwy.
Pre-meeting Dinner, 5:00
p.m.,

November’s program will feature our own Martin Carey and Chris
Clarke describing the many beautiful objects available for
observation in our autumn nights. As always, Martin & Chris give
a wonderful program augmented with great photos and sky/star
charts. This will be an ideal time to fill out your observing list for
the next month or so. Come and enjoy!

The Sizzler
1800 So. Waterman
Ave.
San Bernardino, CA
After the meeting telescopes
will be set up for viewing
and members will be
available to answer
questions. Bring your
telescope to observe with us.
No telescope is too humble,
and beginners are always
made welcome!
After viewing the group will
head for Coco’s in Redlands,
Tennessee exit, I-10 Fwy.

(Star chart data from Heavens Above.com)
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Editor’s Notes
By Jim Sommer
Heard of the Astronomy Outreach Foundation
(AOF) yet? If not you probably will soon. The
AOF is a growing organization started by Celestron,
Stellarvue, Meade, Orion, Vixen, Explore
Scientific, Planewave, OPT and Hands On Optics.
The idea was to form an organization bringing
together members of the astronomical and scientific
community.
According to AOF President Vic
Maris, “[t]he issue at hand is the graying of the
hobby. Fewer young people are getting involved in
astronomy despite the fact that they are the largest
group of people interested in the subject! The
scientific community is doing a good job at getting
information out using new approaches that appeal
to young people. The industry needs to develop
new ways to keep the hobby viable and innovate
with new products that get younger people more
easily engaged in the hobby.
This has far reaching ramifications for every
amateur astronomer. The more people who are
involved in amateur astronomy the better. These
people will advocate dark skies, bring in new ideas
and support companies that will be able to continue

November 13, Club Meeting at the Museum
December 4, Star Party, Afton Canyon

December 11, Annual club holiday dinner,
Roberto’s Restaurant, Highland, CA

to innovate. A large organization dedicated to
growing the hobby will support (not replace) the
good work that many groups and clubs are doing.”
What is really impressive is that intense competitors
in this very small industry have recognized that the
future of amateur astronomy is inexorably linked to
theirs. Maris states: “What is truly amazing is how
this group has come together without any personal
agenda in this common cause. I think we are all to
some degree idealists. Everyone thus far has put in
long hours without any personal gain - we are all
volunteering our time and resources. This is really
very cool.”
Clubs and individuals as well as retailers and
manufacturers are welcome to join in this effort.
Dues for individuals are only $25 per year. Like
support of the International Dark Sky Association,
this (in my opinion) is a worthy organization to
support.
For more information contact the AOF at:
http://www.astronomyoutreachfoundation.org/

Afton Adventure!
By Cliff Saucier
Photos by Robin Hennen
The long anticipated weekend star party in Afton Canyon was finally here! October, and the weather
promised to be moderate and clear. Fall brings some our most comfortable conditions for the starry
excursions we undertake as observers of the mysteries in the velvet depths that make up our celestial
neighborhood.(I think I sprained something with that sentence) This weekend was going to be a little better
with the inclusion of two other astronomy clubs in the mix. HiDAS, the Apple Valley club, and PVAA, from
Pomona and their first visit to Afton Canyon. Like us, they suffer in the search for a reasonably close, yet
dark, sky. They liked the Canyon and will be back.
Upon getting to the Afton off ramp, it became obvious
that the weeks worth of desert thunderstorms had paid
a visit to this part of the desert. And recently. In my
ten or twelve trips to this campground, this is the first
time the road was in poor repair. Exposed large rocks
that one had to carefully straddle on the way down the
grade, and almost treacherous sandy patches. If it was
commonly this bad, we most likely wouldn't come back
here. Making it to the campground in one piece, there
were some old friends, Larry and Patty Duell from Hesperia. Larry does imaging at his home observatory,
but comes out once a year for a ramble down the Milky Way visually, and the fine companionship. Another
desert club member, Barry Bishop, had his little travel trailer set up. A 14" SCT, and his new set of giant
binoculars. 100mm (that's four inches!) mounted on a really nice aluminum parallelogram and a fine oak
tripod that he built, and was justifiably proud of. Nice work, Barry! At the far end of the campground was a
family that just happened to come out. They had a sixteen inch dob, and a range of smaller scopes. Robin
Herndon and Mike Ratcliff, with his very nice sixteen, rounded out the Friday afternoon arrivals. Later, in
the dark, two more desert imagers showed up in their motorhome. Now that must have been a spooky ride
down that washed out road in the dark!
By now it was the gathering dusk, and an Iridium
flare was going to open up the sky show for the
evening. I'm back with Barry, when he spots it
fading. I missed it altogether, though everyone else
got to see it. Good thing I was there to let them
know about it! The Giant Binoculars - first light.
First, the Comet Hartley, right by the double cluster.
Dim, but beautiful. Then the Andromeda Galaxy.
Breathtaking! Then a swing over to the wonders in
Sagittarius. Wow! And then some! The Lagoon was
beautiful, and even the Swan clearly delineated. Big binos are truly wonderful, and they set a nice tone for
the evening.
As it got deeply dark, Barry, Mike Ratcliff and myself, gathered around the big dobs for the night. An
unobstructed southern horizon with stars all the way down is one of the attractions at this spot. Have you
ever seen the constellation Grus, the Crane? It can't be seen through the light dome in Johnson Valley, but it

is home to a nice group of galaxies, with four in one field as we moved on to other objects. None of us had
seen these before. Barnard's Galaxy, dim, but my first time. Mike came up with the Sculptor Galaxy, a very
dim member of our Local Group of galaxies. I was unable to see it, but Mike and Barry claimed it. They are
both pretty experienced observers, and I hope to aspire to their level of visual acuity with more experience.
NGC 55, also in Sculptor. A most interesting galaxy. Stretched long and weighted more on one side than the
other, As the evening sky wheeled overhead, Mike thought it had the makings of "a Horsehead night"! Orion
wasn't all that high yet, but the SQM reading of 21.78 encouraged us. H-beta filter in place, we could pick up
some of the dim nebulosity that B33 is silhouetted against, and could glimpse a slightly dark thumb-shaped
notch that is the Horsehaed, but it was a weak view at best. The imagers had no problem getting it, of course.
It was getting very late, and Barry turned in, leaving Mike and myself to go on alone for a bit longer. Turning
our attention to the Fornax galaxy group, we scanned through a snowstorm of galaxies. A first visit to this
group for Mike, and he saw at least fifteen galaxies, not as good as we've seen them at other times, but more
stuff that can't be seen from Johnson Valley. The guide stars are even lost in the light from that site. And I
really like Johnson Valley, but Afton Canyon wins hands down for delving into the southern regions! Threethirty and we were finally wrung dry, just out of gas. What a fine night!
Saturday should have witnessed more arrivals, but
Mike Ratcliff warned Martin Carey about the road
conditions, causing some to not challenge it, and
observing from Johnson Valley, our old standby. Martin,
Scott and John Freeman, and Rudy Rodriguez were
reported to have gone there. From SBVAA our new
member Clyde King showed up for hi first star party.
The usual group from HiDAS failed to materialize, but
Ron Hoekwater, and two others from Pomona rolled
into camp. Ron has a twenty-two incher, and spends his
summer vacation cash and time in the Grandview campground, and many of us have met him up there.
Einstein's Cross has been his quarry as of late. That's a gravitationally lensed quasar that is diffracted into four
images around the invisibly distant galaxy. he has picked up two before, but you have to see all four at the
same time to claim the Cross. It's in Pegasus and I was looking forward to participating in his search, but it
was not to be. Ron said that last summer at the White Mountain, the forty-two inch that some of us saw at
RTMC was in place at Grandview. He thought that this was to be his chance for this very faint object, but
when it eluded him with that aperture at that dark, dark sky, he threw in the towel. At least for now. Saturday
night's sky wasn't as fine as it was on Friday night. but we had a good night with that much aperture to use.
Another imager from Alhambra, Naoto Sakai, that we met last spring here, was back and joined in the
observing. He made a nice little movie of the comet, and it was really moving fast against the background
stars. As we were still felling a little drained from the Friday night marathon, Barry and I called it a night
around twelve-thirty.
Arising the next morning and taking a little hike by the river bed, a male Prairie Falcon passed by on the hunt.
A group of six teal was wheeling around over the marshy areas. A Cooper's Hawk was making her rounds.
Then I spotted a Bighorn Sheep leading her group down to the water. Alerting the camp, at least those that
were up, we got a great show of a herd of thirteen females and yearlings. That was Larry Deull's observation,
he knows more about the sheep than I do. They went about their day, as did our camping group. Some were
staying for Sunday night, but the rest of packed up and tackled that bad road out of the canyon. We all made it
without mishap, and if Robin's Camry could negotiate it, it wasn't too terribly bad. As I mentioned at the

beginning of this, this is the only time the road was in bad shape in many, many trips out here. Every one that
came had a great weekend, and plan to do it again next year. Mark your calendars! Though the turn out was
half of last years, it's still a great spot at a great time of the year! A unique opportunity to meet and observe
with others in a place of great natural beauty, both day and night, and establish some new friendships with
like minded souls.
Outreach at The Asistencia
Wednesday night, October 13th saw the last of our
club’s scheduled public outreach programs for this
year. Apparently it was not well publicized by the
Museum so the turnout was not large. However, it
was lively and enthusiastic! Many good questions
were asked about telescopes, mounts, finding things
in the night sky, etc. Several people took us up on
our invitation to come to the October 16th club
meeting.
Congratulations and thanks to all who took the time
to set up their equipment and field questions by our
guests. You made a small but definitely positive
impact on the public’s awareness of astronomy,
light pollution issues and the fun of amateur
astronomy.

CALENDARS

Selling some of your gear? Advertise it here for
free. Give the details to your newsletter editor for
inclusion in the next issue.

TELESCOPE FOR SALE
Meade 12" Schmidt-Cassegrain, with tripod,
quick mounting attachment, GPS, Auto star
finder, with JMI traveling case with wheels,
along with a good selection of eye pieces, both
1 1/4" and 2" along with Barlows.
Looking for best offer.
Mike Womelsdorf
Please contact by email first for more
information.
mwbuilders@aol.com

The 2011 “Deep Space Mysteries” calendars from
Astronomy Magazine are here. It will be available for
sale starting with the club meeting on September the
25th. We have 20 for sale on a first come first served
basis. The retail for this calendar is $12.95 plus $1.00
tax or $13.95 altogether. Your cost, through the club
this year, is $8 a savings of $6.
See Fidel, the club treasurer, at the back of the room to
make your purchase. Reservations are accepted.

Comet Hartley News

More Comet Hartley News

The icy Comet Hartley 2 put on an interesting show
during an unusually close pass by Earth last month
and is poised to be visited by a NASA space probe
on Thursday (Nov. 4). Now, there may be an
unexpected bonus: a new meteor shower.

Two movies derived from images taken by the two
cameras aboard NASA's EPOXI mission spacecraft
show comet Hartley 2 is, as expected, quite active,
and it provides information on the nucleus's
rotation. The spacecraft has been imaging Hartley
2 almost daily since Sept. 5, in preparation for its
scheduled Nov. 4 flyby of the comet.

The new meteor shower, which astronomers have
billed the "Hartley-ids," could brighten the night
skies in early November, with the peak times
occurring between Nov. 1 and Nov. 3. In fact,
some skywatching cameras have revealed two
fireballs that may be the result of Hartley 2 meteors
— or maybe not. In the case of Comet Hartley 2,
the possibility of it spawning a meteor shower are
practically nil: the orbits of the comet and Earth
never intersect or approach each other close enough
for that dusty comet material to interact with our
atmosphere. However, on October 16, two large,
fiery bolides were seen over Canada and the
southern U.S. This has led to speculation that we
might just have a surprise show between November
1st and 3rd. Bill Cooke of NASA's Meteoroid
Environment Office remains skeptical since the
Earth’s orbit and that of Comet Hartley 2 are not
favorably placed to create conditions for a major
meteor shower. But the chance remains that we
might just see an odd one here and there.
(For more information and photos of Comet Hartley 2, go to
Space.com)

"The comet brings us new surprises every day,"
said Michael A'Hearn, EPOXI principal
investigator from the University of Maryland,
College Park. "The data we have received to this
point have been tremendous. It is forcing us to
rethink what we know about cometary science, and
we are still days away from encounter."
On Oct. 26, the spacecraft's two cameras, a HighResolution Imager (HRI), and a MediumResolution-Imager (MRI), caught two jets firing
off the comet’s surface over a 16-hour period. The
spacecraft captured these images from a distance of
about 8 million kilometers (5 million miles) away.
The data lead mission scientists to believe that both
jets originate from similar latitudes on the comet's
nucleus.
The name EPOXI is a combination of the names
for the two extended mission components: the
extrasolar planet observations, called Extrasolar
Planet Observations and Characterization
(EPOCh), and the flyby of comet Hartley 2, called
the Deep Impact Extended Investigation (DIXI).
The spacecraft will continue to be referred to as
"Deep Impact." The Deep Impact mission
successfully deployed a projectile into the path of
comet Tempel 1 in 1995. The spacecraft is being
"recycled" for the comet Hartley 2 flyby.

(Photo by NASA
Deep Impact)
(Photo Comet Hartely 2 taken by Jon Talbot using a Stellarvue
SVR130 refractor using an SBIG STL 11K camera atop a Mountain
Instruments MI250 mount.)

