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Meeting:

May 14, 2011

Location:

San Bernardino County 
Museum, 7:00 p.m.
Redlands, CA.  California 
St. exit, I-10 Fwy.

Pre-meeting Dinner, 5:00 
p.m.,    

The Sizzler
1800 So. Waterman 
Ave.
San Bernardino, CA

After the meeting telescopes 
will be set up for viewing 
and members will be 
available to answer 
questions.  Bring your 
telescope to observe with us. 

No telescope is too humble, 
and beginners are always 
made welcome!

After viewing the group will 
head for Coco’s in Redlands, 
Tennessee exit, I-10 Fwy.

Program

Astronomy Day

Our monthly club meeting in May coincides with Astronomy Day, so we 
will have both a meeting and an outreach to enjoy and share the wonders 
of the universe the same evening.  We may see some visitors at the 
meeting, so we’ll introduce the club to them and explain what we do. 

While we’re waiting for the sky to darken and for members to set up 
their scopes, we’ll present an interesting video called “Cosmic 
Collisions.”  The program is  an episode from the History Channel’s “The 
Universe” series.  It explores and explains the incredible causes and 
effects of interplanetary and galactic collisions. 

 

     The extinction of the dinosaurs  is covered in depth, along with a look 
at the “great dying” that occurred over 200 million years ago during the 
Permian Age.  The subject of galactic interactions and collisions, is also 
addressed in this beautifully made video filled with some truly awesome 
special effects.  Do stars really run into one another? and what happens 
when they do?  Also, see some interesting things that the Milky Way is 
up to!                      (Additional info below)

 The Observer  

   SAN BERNARDINO VALLEY AMATEUR ASTRONOMERS
             Member of The Astronomical League
                                        http://sbvaa.org/
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SBVAA Officers

President: 

Vice President: 

Treasurer:   Fidel Hernandez        909-864-0615

Secretary - Educational Outreach:  Chris Clarke 
    909-384-8539  Work  
    909-875-6694  Home

Star Party Coordinator:  Tom Lawson  
909-8828198

SBVAA Webmaster:  Steve Miller      626-859-7776

Newsletter Editor:  Jim Sommer        909-792-3587

Calendar of Upcoming Events

    
    May 7, star party, Johnson Valley

    May 14, Astronomy Day!

    June 16, club meeting at the Museum 

    July 9, public outreach at the Museum
  CANCELLED

    July 16, club meeting at the Museum

    August 6, public outreach at the Museum

    

For the Astronomy Day outreach, we will set up on the south end of the parking lot.  Sunset is at 7:45 p.m. 
and the viewing will begin about 8:00 p.m. and ending about 9:30 p.m.   
  
We could see a lot of folks for the viewing, so be sure to bring your scopes.  This is one of our Museum 
outreaches, so show your support and thanks for the nice meeting place we enjoy every month.  We’ll have a 
nice waxing gibbous moon fairly close to Saturn to observe.  These two objects are the most detailed and 
beautiful things to see and share through a telescope.

              It will be a fun night

                        See
                 You
                      There                                                  



Club Discount on Subscriptions

    Attention Sky & Telescope magazine subscribers.
 
    As of now you can re-subscribe to the magazine on      
    your own.  When you receive your renewal notice,   
    just send in the proper paperwork along with a  
    check for $32.95.  They said you don't have to go 
    through the club treasurer to get the club discount.
 
    Astronomy subscribers,  you still need to send your   
    renewal monies to Fidel, the club treasurer.

  SBVAA
  27799 21st Street, 
  Highland, CA 92346

    S&T subscribers can still send their renewals    
    through the club if they prefer.  The cost is $33.00.
 

       www.rtmcastronomyexpo.org/general.html

Date
The 43rd annual RTMC Astronomy Expo will take 
place from Wednesday, May 25 through Monday, 
May 30, 2011.

Location
YMCA Camp Oakes, five miles southeast of Big 
Bear City on State Route 38 at Lake Williams Road 
between mileposts 44 and 45. This location is about 
50 miles northeast of Riverside in the San 
Bernardino mountains.
Longitude 116° 45' 15" West
Latitude 34° 13' 50" North
Altitude 7250 feet (2210 meters)

Since its  inception in 1969, the RTMC has 
expanded to encompass  all aspects  of amateur 
astronomy from beginning to advanced topics and 
from telescope making to "armchair" astronomy. 
Recently, the RTMC has included events  for the 
whole family with horseback riding, hikes, 
activities for spouses and activities for the young 
kids. In 2000, the official name of the conference 
was changed to the "RTMC Astronomy Expo."

The camping is  fun but the primary reason for 
attending is because it offers a chance to rub 
shoulders with a large number of people who know 
telescopes and like to talk about them. What is 
offered is a chance to see and look through a large 
variety of telescopes  (with relatively dark skies  and 
high altitude), attend talks by professional and 
amateur astronomers on different aspects of 
telescope construction and use, see some 
astronomical equipment and software in use, and 
buy astronomical equipment and software (often at 
reduced prices). The vendors  contribute door prizes 

for Saturday and Sunday evenings. We don't know 
exactly what prizes  we'll have in advance, but in the 
past there have been telescopes of 8 to 12 inches in 
aperture.

General admission includes  entry to the 
conference grounds for five days (Wednesday 
through Sunday) and camping for four nights 
(Wednesday through Saturday nights). Meals and 
dormitory lodging are not included but may be 
purchased separately.

People coming for a single day (or any part thereof) 
may pay for a Single Day Admission. Single Day 
Admission does not include camping, meals, or 
dorm lodging. Day Users arriving after 9 AM 
Saturday will be directed to special parking areas.

Questions about registration should be directed to:

Robert Stephens
8300 Utica Avenue, Suite 105 
Rancho Cucamonga, CA  91730
registrar@rtmcastronomyexpo.org
(909) 948-2205

http://www.rtmcastronomyexpo.org/general.html
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Fifty years after becoming the first U.S. astronaut to 
fly into space, the late Alan B. Shepard, Jr. was 
remembered Wednesday, May 4, with the release of a 
stamp in his honor. The commemorative postage, 
which the U.S. Postal Service issued together with 
another stamp for the first spacecraft to orbit the 
planet Mercury, is the first ever to show a specific 
astronaut.

The pair of stamps — or se-tenant as referred to by 
stamp collectors — will be formally introduced 
during a First Day of Issue ceremony at NASA's 
Kennedy Space Center Visitor Complex in Florida 
(50 years  to the day of Shepard’s historic flight) at 2 
p.m. EDT (1800 GMT).

USPS and NASA officials  are scheduled to join 
Shepard's three daughters and his fellow Original 
Mercury 7 astronaut Scott Carpenter at the event, 
which is to take place in the shadow of a replica of 
the 80 foot rocket that Shepard rode into space on 
May 5, 1961.

Near Earth Asteroid Returns
Next November

An asteroid the size of an aircraft carrier will come 
closer to Earth this  autumn than our own moon 
does, causing scientists to hold their breath as it 
zooms by. But they'll be nervous with excitement, 
not with worry about a possible disaster.

There's  no danger of an impact when the asteroid 
2005 YU55 makes its close flyby Nov. 8, coming 
within 201,700 miles (325,000 kilometers) of 
Earth, scientists say.

So they're looking forward to the encounter, which 
could help them learn more about big space rocks.

This round space rock has been in astronomers' 
cross  hairs before. In April 2010, astronomers at 
the National Science Foundation's  Arecibo 
Observatory in Puerto Rico generated some 
ghostly radar images  of 2005 YU55 when the 
asteroid was about 1.5 million miles  (2.3 million 
km) from Earth.

But those pictures had a resolution of just 25 feet 
(7.5 meters) per pixel. The November close pass 
should provide some sharper images.

"When 2005 YU55 returns this fall, we intend to 
image it at 4-meter resolution [13 feet] with our 
recently upgraded equipment at the Deep Space 
Network at Goldstone, California," said JPL radar 
astronomer Lance Benner. "Plus, the asteroid will 
be seven times closer. We're expecting some very 
detailed radar images."

(Photo Credit NASA)
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     PACS/D)
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