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Meeting:

October 7, 2017

Location:        

First Christian Church
2102 E. Foothill Dr.
San Bernardino, CA

7:00 p.m.

Pre-meeting Dinner, 
5:00 to 6:30 p.m.,   

Jenny’s Family 
Restaurant

7750 Palm Ave.
Highland, CA

After the meeting telescopes 
will be set up for viewing and 
members will be available to 
answer questions.  Bring your 
telescope to observe with us.

No telescope is too humble, 
and beginners are always 
made welcome!

 

Program
Constellations 

From the excellent Universe series, Chris will bring us the episode 
on the constellations.  

In this program the constellations serve as a backdrop for the 
diversity of stellar objects and for a few very special stars that serve 
as navigation aids for sailors, seasonal markers for farmers or 
distance milestones for astronomers.

 

                               The Observer  
! ! ! SAN BERNARDINO VALLEY AMATEUR ASTRONOMERS
          Member of The Astronomical League
                                     http://sbvaa.org/
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SBVAA Officers

President: Jamie “Rue” Countryman         
         jamie.countryman63@gmail.com
    
 Treasurer:   Fidel Hernandez       909-864-0615

 Secretary - Educational Outreach:  Chris Clarke 
    909-754-3894  Home

 Star Party Coordinator:  Tom Lawson
              tlawson777@charter.net

 SBVAA Webmaster:   Gerald Rezes             
            geraldrezes@verizon.net 

 Newsletter Editor:  Jim Sommer        
                      k75jim@aol.com
 
 Assoc. Editor:  Megan Huynh  
           megan.huynh@gmail.com  

Calendar of Upcoming Events
  
 Oct. 21, Outreach, White Water

 Oct. 28, Outreach, Pioneer Town

 Nov. 5, Daylight Savings Time Ends

 Nov. 18, Star Party, location TBA

 Dec. 2, Annual Club Holiday Party
  Shakey’s Pizza, Redlands

 Dec. 16, Star Party, Pioneer Town

 Dec. 21, Winter Solstice

 

 
 

On Sale Now!

T h e w o r l d ' s b e s t - s e l l i n g 
astronomy magazine brings you 
a calendar filled with dramatic 
images of nebulae, spiral 
galaxies, planets, star-forming 
regions, and other mysteries of 
deep space.  Each month details 
p l a n e t v i s i b i l i t y, m e t e o r 
showers, conjunctions, and other 
observing opportunities, as  well 
as moon phases and major 
astronomical events.

See Fidel before or after the 
club meeting.  Only $8.00. 
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“Lost” Nova Found

By Alison Klesman, Astronomy Magazine

In the tail of Scorpius the Scorpion, a new star 
appeared briefly nearly 600 years ago. The year 
was 1437, and the previously unseen star, which 
flared bright and lasted 14 days before 
disappearing, was recorded by Korean astrologers 
at the time. Lost to astronomers hunting for its 
source since that date, the binary star system that 
underwent that nova has now been found. 

The work, published today in Nature, describes 
“the first nova that's ever been recovered with 
certainty based on the Chinese, Korean, and 
Japanese records of almost 2,500 years,” 
according to lead author Michael Shara, a curator 
in the American Museum of Natural History's 
Department of Astrophysics, in a press release. 
Rediscovering this nova, which now appears to 
undergo periodic smaller-scale nova explosions, 
provides key support for the theory that novae 
have long life cycles, and can go dormant before 
ramping up again. 

With the rediscovery of the 1437 eruption and the 
ability to trace its  evolution over time, 
astronomers can take a closer, more complete look 
at that life cycle to approach a better 

understanding of how systems that may seem 
different are really all one and the same.

(For the full story, go to Astronomy. com, or click on the 
link for more articles by Ms. Klesman.)

Cassini Goes Out In A Blaze of 
Glory

The epic two decade odyssey is  now history.  As 
most of you know, on September 15, the amazing 
Cassini mission came to an end with the space 
probe’s fiery plunge into Saturn’s atmosphere.  
After an epic seven year journey Cassini began a 
highly successful thirteen year marathon of 
scientific discovery in the Saturnian system.  

If you followed the mission closely it seemed 
like something new was discovered every week.
Liquid methane seas on Titan, water geysers on 
Enceladus, a mysterious hexagonal atmospheric 
structure at the planet’s  north pole and so much 
more.  

All the project team leaders agree that the data 
collected will engender two or three decades of 
scientific papers.  

What will be the next great mission?
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What’s Up In October?

As October moves along toward November we 
begin to lose our beautiful southern constellations.  
The Lagoon, Trifid, Omega and Eagle nebulae all 
gradually fade lower and lower into the 
southwestern sky.  So, get your last views in while 
you can.

During the New Moon on October 19, you will 
have a chance for an optimum view of the Ring 
(M57) and Dumbbell (M27) Nebulae.  They will be 
well placed during the dark of the Moon.

Late on the night of the 21st/22nd you’ll have a 
chance to observe the Orionid meteor shower.  The 
best time to see them will, of course, be after 
midnight of the 21st and into the very early 
morning hours of the 22nd.  The Orionids, 
however, are well know to be very undependable.  
They may start as early as the 20th and end as late 
as the 24th.

There are many deep sky objects that are always 
available.  So get your gear and get out there!

(Artist’s conception of Cassini just
before entering Saturn’s atmosphere)

Ever Heard of This Resource?

iTelescope.Net is  the world’s  premier network of 
Internet connected telescopes, allowing members to 
take astronomical images of the night sky for the 
purposes of education, scientific research and 
astrophotography. 

iTelescope.Net is  a self-funding, not for profit 
membership organisation; we exist to benefit our 
members  and the astronomy community. Financial 
proceeds fund the expansion and growth of the 
network. iTelescope.Net is run by astronomers for 
astronomers.
The network is open to the public; anyone can join 
and become a member including students, amateurs 
and even professional astronomers.

    With 20 telescopes and
    observatories located in
    New Mexico, Australia,
    and Spain, observers are
    able to follow the night
    sky around the globe
    24/7!
    

iTelescope.Net puts professional telescopes  within 
the reach of all, with systems ranging from single 
shot colour telescopes  to 700mm (27”) research 
grade telescopes.

If you love imaging this  might be just the thing for 
you.  Go to their website to check it out.


